'w]jver}" fully qualified clearance

- from ‘the

in the RCN is capable of using any-
type of diving: eqmpment yet devised,
valuable standard dress,
weighting 2&0 pounds and using com-
nressed air pumped down te him, io
the more romantic “sed contasined”
types of equipment.

The agua lung and the naval “frog-
men” sets are self-contained units that
allow a person in literally fy through
underwaler space by a mere tlip of
the flipper, or to siay motionless at
any depth without effort. This is com-
parable to the une-mian helicopter de-
vice strapped to a future birdman’s
back; it is not a maiter of swimming
so much as. flying, - A miracle took
plave when experts such as ‘Coustean, -
Gagan, Tlidges, Hass and Crabbe taught

men to swim underwater, Tu the Navy

one can enjoy the miracle and be naid
io pecform it. .

Nevertheless, much hard work and
certain natural qualities are needed be-

fore a 16-weck course produces a new

CIL" HA\}E BEE—N alome in an ab-

selutely dark rcom, not able to
“see your hand before your face, but
“heve you ever enlered an  “Alice
'T‘hrﬁug‘h the Looking Glass™ world of
,enf:ham%ment full of sparkling, sirange,
wonderful things?  Add - io these
sensabions the magic phenomena of
: and vyou share the cxperience
«of every naval clearance diver, some-
tim'cs"fﬂgmening and lonely, at other
. private paradise. 'It is this

_xﬁmc. easily thmugh clear warm
water and zeeing the- wonders af

ity

E own Diving
Sec’h(m in the

TAS %nhrml

divers in var'i'dus trade groups and as

€L (Ships).  Our CD (Ships) are men
from: any branch, slewards, shipwrights,
“sick hay pcrmnne! They are always
an it-terestmg class to train, and when
_miuipment is easier to obiain they will
he_ A _‘Efari‘;endaun asset to their captains.

'i

.em:== and sinuses,
:rmbht sum it up, with ne "afrald of the
Cdark® lendencies, : :

S many.

clestance diver. A man with a good
sense of responsibility, under the age
of 25, must have passed the naval
lswimming test, and be. zble to pass a
“dluag medical” in which particular
|attention iu paid to the heart, chest,
“Young and healthy™

e —y

The work a diver has to tﬂnk}e jrie
cludes salvage work, jetly and -other
underwaitcr surveys, ship's bottom in-
spection, the removal and fitting of A/S
domes, clearing screws, rccovering al-
masi any article. He l_earm- to weld
underwater and io become expert at

“surface and below-the-surface demoli-

tions. Last but most important he is
a cleavance experi, irained to find and
render safe underwater enemy mines

* or other infernal machines and also to

deal ‘with bhomb disposal problems. In
peace or war the diver is always busy.

Living underwater is not normal for
a human and “divers” ailments” are
-However, the diver is irained
to ook after himself and his fellows
in avoiding dangers and discomforts.
The adventure and fun of just being
underwater compensates for any risk.
In the sarvice, with the diving regu-
lations in force, diving is =afer ‘than
erpssing the street, :

There is still much to be learned
ghout living bhélow the surface and
every “dip” a diver iskes helps re-
secarch. But development of: technique
and -equipment is on ‘a par with the.
liphining growth of avialion seience,
and ihe RCN diver is becoming an
inercasingly important member of the
service.— (Conérib.) -



