


HISTORY OF DIVING

History givas no record of the date when diving first began or
whom the first divers may have been, but mon's curiosity probably
led him info the water and under it's surface at a very early stage,
Like some of the early pear| and sponge divers, the first divers
probably used no equipment at all except perhaps a stone to get them
fo the bottom mare rapidly, Although unoided divers have achiaved
some remorkoble depths and durations, it is not likely thot the early
divers exceeded 1 or 2 minutes of submergence or 80 to 100 feet of
depth,

Written records provide accounts. of some very ancient diving
exploils. Most of these were connected with naval warfare, for example,
Xerxes is said fo have used combat divers. Over 400 vears before
before Christ, Hercdotus told the story of Scyllis, a famous Greek
diver who was employed by Xerxes to recover ireasure from sunken
Persian ships. When the job was done, the conqueror decided to
detain Scyl but the diver went over the side during a storm, threw
the whole fleet into confusion by cutting the anchor cables, ond then
completed his escape by swimming 9 miles to Artemisium, Alexander
the Great used divers ta destroy the boom defences of Tyre abaut
333 BC., and Aristotle wrate that Alexonder himself descended in
some sort of diving bell. Divers were used in af least six naval
battles and sieges between 400 BC and 1795 A.D. In the early 1800's
Spanish warships still carried men whose duties were swimming and
diving for the fleet, altheugh no breathing applicnces were used,

Several of the ancient acceunts indicate that erude means of
supplying the diver with air were sometimes used. About 77 AD.,, the
historian Pliny referred to military divers who kreathed through tubes
which were supoprted at the surface by ¢ float. In a famous treatise
on worfare written about 375 AD., Vegetius described diving hoods
equipped with air pipes, '

Interest in diving increased after 1500, and many different rigs
were designed. In 1511, the back written by Vegetius in 375 AD,,
was printed, and a drawing of the diving hood described by him
(fig. 1) became the first design for o diving dress to be found in o
printed back., Even before this, Leonardo Do Vinci had sketched
diving outfits and hond fins along with submarines and flying machines,
In 1524, Vallo designed a leather helmet which was slightly more
advanced thon that of Vegetius. This ene at least provided eye-ports,
ond it's leather pipe was reinferced with iron rings and held up by a
disk shaped float, If they wers ever built, such rigs could nat have
been used in water much over the divers head, In 1680 Borellj designed
an outfit (fig. 2) which probably would have been the first self-contained
diving apparatus. — =~ if it had been built, and if it could have keen
used, which is unlikely,

Although little of the equipment designed before 1800 was very
practical, the underwater accomplishments of the period were surs
prising in many ways. A primitive snorkel submarine {propelled by
by 12 corsmen) was making regular trips on the Thames around Londen
about the time the Pilgrims landed in America., Diving bells and
crude diving helmets were used for work on wrecks as deep as 40 fi.,

and reasonably practical gir pumps were developed before the end of
the 1700's,
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